How do you make new β cells in humans? An attempt to create human β cells from α cells of brain-dead donors.
A century has passed since the discovery of insulin, and one of the longstanding desires of medical researchers of diabetes is to establish a cure for diabetes by regenerating the pancreatic β cells of patients. To achieve this goal, it is true that basic research towards elucidating the mechanism of pancreatic development has progressed substantially over the past 30 years. For example, the key transcription factors involved in pancreatic β-cell differentiation have been elucidated.